
Information regarding the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) application requirements 

 

Schools that participate in the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) do not need to collect free and 

reduced price meal applications to determine eligibility for school meals, all students eat for free in these 

schools. However, other programs such as Title 1 and SAGE continue to require individual student level 

information for their programs and thus still require schools to collect this information. Beginning in 

school year 2015-16, the USDA Free and Reduced Price Meal Application may be used for both CEP 

and non-CEP schools, if there is some additional language included on the application forms and if 

applications from CEP schools can be identified separately.  

 

The following language is required on the application, parent letter, and instructions, including online 

applications for use in CEP schools.  

 

1) For the application, the following statement needs to be included in the application at the top:  
 
“In Community Eligibility Schools, receipt of free breakfast and lunch meals does not depend on 
returning this application; however, this information is necessary for other programs.” 
 
 
2) The following information needs to be added to the Parent Letter and FAQ 
 

 DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF MY CHILD ATTENDS A 

COMMUNITY ELIGIBILITY PROVISION SCHOOL (CEP)? If your child attends a 

school that participates in CEP, receipt of free breakfast and lunch meals does not depend on 

returning this application. However, this information is necessary for other programs and may be 

used to determine if your household is eligible for additional benefits.  

 

3) The following statement needs to be added to the How to Apply Document  
 

 If your child attends a school that participates in the Community Eligibility Provision 

(CEP), receipt of free breakfast and lunch meals does not depend on returning this application. 

However, this information is necessary for other programs and may be used to determine if your 

household is eligible for additional benefits. The following schools participate in CEP: [insert 

names of school(s) that participate in CEP].  

 

This language has been included on the paper application for CEP schools available on the DPI website 

for your reference:  

 CEP Application 

 Parent Letter and FAQ 

 How to Apply Document 

For more information on CEP application requirements, contact:  

 

Jessica Schultz RD, CD    Jessica Lessner  

608-266-3296      608-267-2293 

Jessica.schultz@dpi.wi.gov    Jessica.lessner@dpi.wi.gov 

 

http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/doc/cep-fr-application.docx
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/doc/cep-faq.docx
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/doc/cep-how-to-apply.docx
mailto:Jessica.schultz@dpi.wi.gov

